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AGENDA

• A look at the grants that the CAC is currently offering

• Understanding the process

• Deciding which grant(s) to apply for

• Creating your application

• Other places to look for grants
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A WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT

You can do this!



START RIGHT AWAY

• Read everything you can about the grant

• Grant guidelines

• FAQs

• Past grantees

• The entire application packet

• Make sure that your organization is fully set up in the grant portal 



UNDERSTAND THE PROCESS

• Your application will go to a panel of arts and culture practitioners.

• They will give you a score of 1 to 6, based on the grant criteria.

• These scores are forwarded to the appointed members of the Arts Council, 
who hold a public meeting and make the final decisions.



WHICH GRANTS SHOULD YOU APPLY TO?

• Step 1: Are you eligible?

• Read the grant guidelines thoroughly

• Common eligibility criteria: Geography, Budget size, Programming 
history, Community served, Program type, Art form, Matching funds. 
Activity period

• If you are not sure if you are eligible, ask before you apply



CAC ELIGIBILITY: ALL CAC GRANTS

• Principal place of business in CA

• At least two years of consistent arts programming

• A registered 501(c)3 OR fiscally sponsored by a CA-based 501(c)3 

OR municipal, county or tribal government entity

• Active status with the CA Secretary of State



CAC ELIGIBILITY: GRANT SPECIFIC

Arts & Cultural Organizations General Operating Support
• Total revenue for most recently completed fiscal year between $250K and $1.5M
• 1:1 match of grant funds

• You CAN apply to this AND to project grants

Impact Projects
• Total revenue for the most recently completed fiscal year below $3M
• Project period: October 1, 2024 – September 30, 2025

• You CAN apply to more than one CAC project grant program, but they must be for different projects

Arts Education Exposure, Arts Integration Training, Creative Youth Development
• Project period: January 1, 2025 – September 30, 2025
• You can only apply for one of these three Arts & Youth Grant Programs



WHICH GRANTS SHOULD YOU APPLY FOR

• Step 2: Will you be competitive?

• Look at the program goals, the project requirements, and the evaluation 

criteria.

• How closely does your program, project, or organization align with the grant 
program goals?

• Do not change a program to align with a funder’s priorities



CREATING YOUR APPLICATION: 
GENERAL GRANT WRITING TIPS

• Read the guidelines – particularly the review criteria – and address them directly

• Be honest and be transparent

• Put yourself in the place of the grant reader

• Tell a cohesive story

• Read the questions and address them fully and directly

• Be guided by character/word limits

• Use examples, evidence, and outside confirmation whenever possible



WRITING THE NARRATIVES



WRITING THE NARRATIVES



WRITING THE NARRATIVES



BUDGETS



WORK SAMPLES



SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS



QUESTIONS OR ADVICE

Leigh Henderson
leighannhenderson@gmail.com

mailto:leighannhenderson@gmail.com

